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Qrhey Bites Considered

St. Stephen's Episcopal Church, Scuih Carolira

Location: Berkeley County, on State 45 abouc 0.5 miles east of irs
juncelen with U.5, 32 at 5¢. 5tephens, Scuth Carolina.

Dwnership:  5t. Stephen's Episcopal Parish, The Reverond Croorge L. Jacebs,
Roctor, 5t. Stephens, Scuth Carolina.

Eistory and Conditicm

5c. Stephen's Church, erected In L767-8%9, is 2p excellent and well-
preserved example of a small Geergian brick country parish church con-
structed en South Corolima's wauwal rectangular plan. The structure,
howewver, éxhibits unusual architectural pretensiona, because it includes
a high ga=brel rocf with Jacchkean curvilinear gables, exterior Derile
pllasters, and a crnamented tray ceiling.

By Act of Assembly in 1755 3 poztion ef 5t. James' Parish, Santee, estab-
lisbhed in 1706, was laid off ro form St. Stephen's Parish. The first
church io the oew parlsh was & woeoden buildicg erected as a chapel of
ease. Io 1762 an act was passed co replace this structure with & new
brick church. Construction on the existing church began in 1767 and was
completed fn 1769, Francis Villepontoux and A. Howard provided the brick
gnd acted as architects; Willia= Axson was the master masen, The inlcials
of these men are cut inte the brickwerk. St. Stephen's was incorporated
in 1788 and regular services were discontioued in 1808, Twice, however,
the building was repaired during the 19th century and thus saved from
destruction, Im 1937 the church was agaln reopened f[or regular worship.

St. Stephen's Church is 2 smsll one-atory brick strueture with = rectan-
gular plan; the bullding Is &6 feer or five-bays long and 36 Eser or
three=bays wide. The design 1s unusual because of the gambrel roof with
Jacchean, curvilimoar, parapeted gables at the ends. Im order to in-
corporate anorpamented tray cellinmg 1ike that ac Sc. Michael's Church im
Charleston (1752=81), the high gasbrel roof vsed here is uncom=omly heavy
grnd the Palladian window over theée altar at the east énd ig alse coo smnll.
In spite of these defeets of design, the church i3 pleasing as a vhole.
The walls are¢ lafd in Flemish band, Doors and windows have fanliaghes
abore and sre topped by segmental brick arches. The windows have extérior
paneled shuttérs and each pavapeted gable has 2 round window in 1Ls center.
The roof line Lla marked by a wide wooden cornlee. Another distinerive
feature of the exterior architéecture {e the use of brick Doric pilascers,
of which there are six en each #ide and four on each end. There are

three entrances, one located in the ceater of eaech long (merth and south)
gide and ozme i{n the center of the west (marrow) gable end.



The church has a main (east-west) aisle and a cross aisle midway in the
body of the church. The fleor Is of cile and there are &5 pews. A
large gallery with pews 1% located at the west end. The rercdos of the
churech are unusually impressive., On either side of the small east
Palladian window, which s framed by fluted pilasters cerrying a broken
pedimene, ate taller dog-eared frames for the tabletszs of the Law, These
frames are sot bebtween fluted pllascers supportinog emtablacures from
which spring 2 higher denticulated pedizent sprmounting the whole wilodeow
treatment, The space between the top of the windew and the point of che
pediment {8 ornamented by & gilded glery serrounding the letters IHS.

The ornamented cedar pulpit is also modeled after that of 5t. Michael's
Churck.

Following the earthquake of 1886 iron rods were run throwgh ¢ach end
from front to back and from $ide to :idt,'tn save Che Building from
chreatened eollapse. The restored gstrusture fs im good condirion and
is seill weed for religiows purposes, The fabric of the chuorch, in-
cluding its interior woodwork, appear te be original.



Attachment for A.

5T. STEPH=N'S CHURCGH, BERRELEY COUNTY, S0UTH CARULIKA

Boundarics of the Historic Site:

Approximately 4.59 acres of land in the shape of 2 trapezoid,
fncluding 5t. Stephen’s Chureh structure and churchyard, starting
at the northwest corner on the south edge of State Houte 45 at
latizede 33°24%21" N. - longitude 79°55'05" W., procceding to
the southeast zloag the south edze of the state road about 500
feet to the northeas: corner at lat. 337248920 M, - long.
795457 W., contimuing te the southwest about 300 feet to the
sputheast corner at lat. 33%24'15" M., - lonpg. 79°54'57" W., then
geing northwest sbout 500 feet to the southwest corner at lat.
33"24'16" M. - leag. 79°55'04" W., then returning to the north-
cast zbeut 400 fzet to the beginning, the northwest corner.
Procise boundaries, ss deseribed gbeve, are rocorded Inm red on 2
copy of U. 5. Geolegical Survey Map: Beansau Quadrangle, South
Carolina 15 Minute Seriecs {Tﬂpngraphin], 1943, on file with the
Branch of Historieal Surveys, Division of Histery, Office of

Archeolegy end Historic Preservetien, Mztionzl Park Service.
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